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The aim of the forum was to 
bring together Geography 
educators to exchange ex-
periences and views as they 
face current and future chal-
lenges in teaching Geogra-
phy that matters.  With the 
impending changes in the 

teaching and learning of Ge-
ography in Singapore and 
the world, the forum provided 
a platform for in-depth dis-
cussions on the challenges 
of teaching Geography that 
matters. As some schools 
are already teaching inte-
grated humanities as a sub-
ject, there was also concern 
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about the place of Geography 
within the context of integrated 
programmes and integrated hu-
manities. In this context, the dis-
cussions considered the philoso-
phical and disciplinary premises 
for integration of the humani-
ties.  To this end, the forum in-
cluded four main areas for dis-
cussion, namely, curriculum, in-
struction, assessment and inte-
gration, during the concurrent 
plenary sessions. Overall, the fo-
rum provided substantive insights 
into Geography as a subject, its 
place in the humanities and its 
role in educating the global citi-
zen.  
 
The programme included an 
opening address, 2 plenary ad-
dresses and 4 concurrent round-
table discussions. 
 
Opening Address: 
Abstract  
PURPOSE matters. 
by Professor Susan Adler 
(Professor Emerita, University of 
Missouri-Kansas City) 
 
Why teach geography anyway?  
This talk will argue for the impor-
tance of holding a clear concep-
tion of the aims of teaching geog-
raphy.  Sight of long range goals 
can often be lost as teachers fo-
cus on daily lessons and prepa-
ration for assessments.  But 
teachers have, in fact, a powerful 

influence over what actually gets 
taught and learned in class-
rooms.  Clarifying one’s 
view of the purposes and 
aims of a subject area can 
help the teacher to teach for 
in-depth understanding and 
lifelong learning. 
 
Dr. Susan Adler is a Visiting Profes-
sor at NIE and Professor Emerita at 
the University of Missouri-Kansas City 
where she was the Director of Teacher Edu-
cation. She is a past president of the Na-
tional Council of the Social Studies as well 
as the Missouri Council for the Social Stud-
ies and has worked extensively with teach-
ers.  In her opening address, Professor 
Adler will explore some of the tensions be-
tween integrated and discipline-based 
school subjects and suggest that the resolu-
tion of these tensions is not necessarily an 
“either-or” answer.  The common goals of 
citizenship can and should pull together so-
cial studies and humanities courses while 
maintaining the unique contributions of par-
ticular disciplines. 
 
Plenary 1:  
Abstract 
Teaching Living Geography  
by Dr. Clare Brooks (Senior Lec-
turer in Geography Education, 
London Institute of Education) 
 
Education in many countries is in 
state of re-examination, as policy 
makers and educators ask funda-
mental questions about the cur-
riculum:  whose interest does it 
serve, and to what extent does it 
educate young people as they 
head into an uncertain future?  In 
this paper I will explore the re-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 



3  

 sponse devel-
oped in the Eng-
lish geography 
education com-
munity to such a 
challenge: that 
of Living Geog-

raphy. This approach, supported by the 
Geographical Association, requires a re
-examination of school geography and 
its contribution to a young person’s edu-
cation, alongside a reassessment of the 
role of geography teachers in actively 
making their local curriculum. 
 
Dr Clare Brooks is Subject Leader for the Geography 
PGCE, and Course Leader for the MA in Geography 
Education, at the Institute of Education, University of 
London. Her research interests include the develop-
ment and influence of geography teachers’ subject 
knowledge. She is Honorary Website Editor for the 
Geographical Association, a member of the IGU-
CGE British Sub-Committee, and a founding mem-
ber of GEReCo. She is also Editor of the on-line 
journal GeogEd. She has been awarded Chartered 
Geographer Status from the Royal Geographical 
Society (with IBG). 

 
Plenary 2:  
Abstract 
Geography and Global Learning 
by Dr. Michael Solem (Director of Edu-
cational Affairs at the AAG Central Of-
fice) 
 
Recent calls to internationalize school 
and university curricula imply a need to 
rethink the way we develop learning ac-
tivities for our students and the way we 
approach teaching. In this session, I will 
demonstrate how geography offers a 

powerful conceptual framework that can 
help students in any discipline learn to 
think globally and acquire an interna-
tional perspective. Following a brief 
presentation of key learning objectives 
in international education, participants 
will work in teams to discuss ways 
these objectives can be supported with 
geographic content and teaching meth-
ods. 
 
Dr. Michael Solem leads the Educational Affairs Divi-
sion of the Association of American Geographers, 
where he directs several national programs for geog-
raphy education, including the Enhancing Depart-
ments and Graduate Education (EDGE) in Geogra-
phy project and the Center for Global Geography 
Education, funded by National Science Foundation.  
He has published research articles on international 
collaboration in learning Geography and is a mem-
ber of the 2008-2012 International Commission on 
Geographic Education. 

 
Roundtable 1:  
Designing Curriculum for Geography 
that matters 
Chair: Dr Chang Chew Hung 
 
Most geography teachers in Singapore 
are preoccupied with the coverage of 
the topics in the textbook/syllabus (Tan 
& Lian, 2007). As a result, classroom 
activities based on worksheets in the 
students’ workbooks has lead many stu-
dents to perceive Geography as a 
“boring subject that requires much 
memorizing of facts for the sole purpose 
of assessment”. Of particular interest is 
also the question of “Who are tour stu-
dents?” A relevant curriculum must con-
sider the varied needs of our students. 
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This roundtable discussion raised the 
question of how we decide what to teach 
in the classroom for Geography that mat-
ters. 
 
Roundtable 2:  
Instruction in Teaching & Learning Geog-
raphy that matters  
Chair: Dr. Kalyani Chatterjea 
 
Within the context of a fast changing and 
rapidly globalising world, educators  have 
the responsibility of ensuring that our stu-
dents are well equipped to face the chal-
lenges of the future. Educational ap-
proaches such as the Framework for 21st 
Century Learning emphasise the need to 
look beyond content mastery to a 
“blending of specific skills, content knowl-
edge, expertise and litera-
cies” (www.21stcenturyskills.org) . To this 
end, the question of what to teach in Ge-
ography that matters must be supported 
by considering how this can be achieved. 
This roundtable discussion considered 
various instructional approaches that an-
swers the question “How to teach Geog-
raphy that matters?” 
 
Roundtable 3: 
Assessment in Teaching & Learning Ge-
ography that matters  
Chair: Ms Tricia Seow 
 
Whether formative or summative, assess-
ment remains an important measure to 
answer the questions of “How do we 

know if our stu-
dents have 
learned?” This 
roundtable dis-
cussion fo-
cused on as-
sessment is-
sues that are 
common to the 
Geography classroom. Apart from its pri-
mary role of measuring understanding, 
assessment in the Geography classroom 
should also aim to measure attitudes and 
behaviour associated with Geography 
that matters. 
 
Roundtable 4: 
Implications of Integration for the study of 
Humanities  
Chair:  Dr. Ho Li-Ching 
 
In July 2009, the first SEAGA Education 
forum was organised and hosted at RGS 
to discuss issues of integration. The ani-
mated session began with each of the 
participants sharing their school’s model 
of humanities education. It quickly be-
came apparent that there was a great di-
versity in terms of the approaches 
adopted by each school. Placing the 
models of humanities education on a con-
tinuum, at one end, there was a school 
that chose to completely blur the bounda-
ries between the disciplines of history, ge-
ography, political science, sociology, eco-
nomics and anthropology. This school 
adopted a curricular model that was de-
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 termined largely by the overarching 
concepts and themes that the teachers 
felt were crucial in developing global 
citizens. At the other end, there were 
schools that chose to maintain the in-
tegrity of the disciplines and had only 
minimal integration of the two subjects 
of history and geography. Positioned in 
the middle of the continuum was a 
school that adopted an area studies 
model that linked both the disciplines of 
history and geography, and another 
school that was considering expanding 
the scope of the traditional disciplines to 
incorporate a broader understanding of 
issues. Faced with such great diversity, 
the participants grappled with the fun-
damental and crucial question of pur-
pose. Why should their school integrate 
the humanities? What are the intrinsic 
benefits of integrating the humanities 
subjects vis-à-vis maintaining the status 

quo? “Aims talk,” as Thornton (2005) so 
thoughtfully pointed out, is crucial in de-
termining the direction of the curricular 
approach to be adopted. Without clarify-
ing and clearly articulating the aims of 
the school’s humanities programme, 
and indeed, of the education experi-
ence as a whole, it would be extremely 
difficult to select a curricular model that 
would best fit the school’s goals. 
 
The feedback from the participants 
were positive and there were many re-
quests for the materials used during the 
forum to be made available online. 
These resources are now available at 
http://www.seaga.co.nr/ 
 
Reported by  
Chang Chew Hung 
President SEAGA Ex-Co 

ANNOUNCING the  2010 Southeast Asian  
Geography Association Conference, Hanoi 

Understanding the changing space, place and cultures of Asia 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

23 to 26 November 2010  

co‐organised by  
Hanoi National University of Education,  

Hanoi University of Sciences and Vietnam Geography Association 

Conference Theme 

Changing space, place and cultures of Asia is the conference theme in 2010 and we are in‐
viting multidimensional perspectives of this issue from scholars, policy makers and entre‐
preneurs as well as researchers and teachers. The aim of the conference is to advance the 
discourse on the issues of changing space, place and cultures in Asia, so as to inform citi‐
zens, enterprises and governments in their actions. 

Visit : http://www.seaga.co.nr/seaga‐2010 
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REMEMBERING PROFESSOR OOI GIOK LING 

The late Professor Ooi Giok Ling was the President of the Southeast Asian Geography Association from 
2005 to 2009. Despite her short tenure as president, she raised the profile of SEAGA and was instrumental 
in the organization of 2 international conferences and 3 forums. She started the SEAGA eNewsletter and 
seeded many publication ideas resulting in papers presented at these meetings being published as books, 
book chapters, special issues in journals and journal articles. Her work has inspired many and we would 
like to remember the good work she has done through a feature Ooi Giok Ling keynote lecture in our fu‐
ture biennial conferences. To start this series, we have invited Professor Philip Hirsch, who has worked 
closely with Professor Ooi to deliver this keynote lecture. Professor Hirsch also helms the IGU Regional 
Network for Southeast Asia, Australasia and the Southwest Pacific (SEAASWP) to which SEAGA is affiliated. 

SEAGA 
focus 

 
Editors: 

As/Prof Chang Chew Hung—NIE/NTU 
As/Prof Ho Li-Ching—NIE/NTU 

The Ooi Giok Ling Lecture 

Paper Award 

As part of our outreach to graduate students and young scholars from developing economies, SEAGA will be providing a 
few paper awards of USD$300 to help these scholars augment the cost of attending and presenting a paper at the confer‐
ence. One of the paper awards is the Ooi Giok Ling paper award, in memory of our late and immediate past president, Pro‐
fessor Ooi Giok Ling. 

Local Fieldtrips 

Fieldtrips form a significant component of SEAGA  2010. Five parallel trips mainly to Hanoi and its surround‐
ings have been proposed. Each fieldtrip has a specific topic to provide more opportunities to explore the 
country and to learn more about Vietnam, its history, culture and socio‐economic situation. The fieldtrip will 
be taking place on the third day of the conference (25 November). Each fieldtrip will consist of a group of ap‐
proximately 30 participants (maximum 40 persons). Below is an overview of each field trip. 

Overview  

• Field trip 1: Hanoi City Tour 
• Field trip 2: Craft villages around Hanoi. There are two options for your choice:  

• Option 1: Bat Trang Pottery Village – Dong Ho Painting Village – But Thap Pagoda – Dong Ky 
Wood Carving Village 

• Option 2: Phu Vinh Bamboo & Rattan Village – Van Phuc Silk Village – Tay Phuong Pagoda 
• Field trip 3: Halong Bay 
• Field trip 4: Hoa Lu Citadel ‐ Bai Dinh Pagoda – Trang An Ecological Tourist Site (Ninh Binh Province) 
 
For more information please visit our website: http://www.seaga.co.nr/seaga‐2010/ 


